Governor Maura Healey
Statehouse Room 360
24 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02133

November 26, 2025
RE: RTAAC FY27 Budget Priorities
Dear Governor Healey:

The Regional Transit Authorities Advocates Coalition (RTAAC) is a coalition of community
groups, transit operators, and individuals. We support transit options for residents who reside in
RTA communities and benefit from transit services provided by RTAs and micro-transit
providers. We look forward to working with you and your staff to build a better transportation
system in the Commonwealth to improve mobility and equity for residents and to reduce
pollution and emissions from transportation to meet our climate goals.

RTAAC knows that the Fiscal Year 2027 budget will, as always, be a tough year with finite
resources to address the many challenges and needs for residents in the Commonwealth. We
also understand that with the Administration in Washington, Massachusetts has to chart a new
path and rely less on help from the Federal Government.

We ask that you consider the following priorities as you begin crafting your FY27 budget
proposal:

The FY26 budget, including the funding in the FY25 supplemental budget, funds the 15 RTAs at
$259 million including $35 million for fare free program reimbursement, $10 million for
Connectivity Grants, and $4 million for Community Transit Grants. The budget also prohibits the
RTAs from charging transit fares to riders in perpetuity.

This level of funding will not allow providers to: keep up with rising costs; maintain service
improvements that have resulted from the Legislature’s increased investment in RTAs over the
past two budgets; continue to improve frequency and reliability; and expand routes (including
evenings and weekends) to reach a base level of service that communities can depend on.

We ask that you dedicate a total of $280 million to ensure residents within RTA service
areas are able to access a base level of transit that gets them where they need to go, is
reliable and affordable. We ask that the $280 million be allocated in the following way:

e State Contract Assistance for Sustained and Improved Service - fund at $262
million (increase over FY26). This level of state contract assistance will allow RTAs to
maintain historic service levels, sustain FY24- FY26 improvements to service and



continue to address gaps in transportation access through operational improvements like
expanded routes and evening hours.

e Connectivity Grant Programs - fund at $10 million (level over FY26). This grant
funding will allow for RTAs to build upon and provide more cross regional service.

e Community Transit Grant program - fund at $8 million (increase over FY26). This
level of grant funding will enable RTAs, community organizations and other
transportation providers to meet the transportation needs of older adults, people with
disabilities, low-income communities and rural communities in regions that RTAs do not
currently serve or provide supplemental on demand services

Additionally, we ask that you fund the Fare Free reimbursement program at $40 million,
which would provide fare free transit on every RTA statewide for the entire fiscal year.
Fare free transit has shown to increase access to services, education, healthcare, and
employment for riders in the over 250 communities served by the RTAs.

Finally, we ask that you fund the Micro-transit and Last Mile Grant program at $15 million:

Micro-transit does not currently have a sustainable funding source in the budget. However, the
models of micro-transit that currently operate in Massachusetts offer critical support - from
providing supplemental service that connect residents to existing routes to offering on demand
service in areas where there is no transit.

Many micro-transit providers are funded by grants, private philanthropic funds, or contracts with
the RTAs to provide service. There was great interest in this grant program in FY26, which was
funded at $10 million. Increasing the available funding to $15 million would allow for established
micro-transit providers like the Quaboag Connector, South County Connector, and others to
continue their operations with a more sustainable funding source. These providers serve areas
that have no other alternatives like Uber and Lyft for residents to get to necessary goods and
services.

RTAAC hopes that you will consider these requests and recommendations for the FY27 budget
to increase funding to support communities served by RTAs and provide critical sustainable
funding for micro-transit services that provide mobility options for people in areas with no RTA
service or limited connections to fixed route options.

Sincerely,

Pete Wilson Oami Amarasingham

Co-Chair RTAAC Co-Char RTAAC

Senior Policy Director, Transportation for Deputy Director, Massachusetts Public

Massachusetts Health Alliance



Tate Coleman
Director of Public Transportation
Town of Great Barrington, MA

Daniel Carty
Sudbury Select Board member
Chair, Sudbury Transportation Committee

John MacDougall
Co-chair
Transportation Working Group of 350 Mass

Pamela Schwartz

Director

Western Massachusetts Network to End
Homelessness



