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Potential Community Connections Proposal 
 
 
 
Background:  Community Connections (CC) is the Boston region Metropolitan Planning Organ-
ization’s funding program for, among other projects, first- and last-mile solutions and commu-
nity transportation.  Municipalities and regional transit authorities are eligible, and projects must 
provide new service.  Overall funding is at $2 million per year in the federal fiscal years (FFYs) 
2023—27.  Grants will cover 80 percent of operating costs, requiring a 20 percent local match as 
well as self-funding operating project administration.  The online application opens 1 November 
and closes 31 December 2023. 
 
MWRTA Project:  During a Zoom meeting (8.17.23) with Jim Nee (MWRTA administrator), 
and staff from Sudbury Senior Center and Wayland Council on Aging, Nee described a potential 
new service based on the design of a current MWRTA Boston Hospital Shuttle service. The web-
site for the current shuttle is https://www.mwrta.com/routes/commuter-shuttles/boston-hospital-
shuttle; the registration form and a printable schedule are attached.  Riders must register and re-
quest a ride 24 to 48 hours in advance. 
 
MWRTA would provide a second Boston Hospital shuttle that would be dedicated to Sudbury, 
Wayland, Weston residents and, like the current shuttle serving Framingham, Natick and Welles-
ley would pick up and drop off residents at their homes.  The facility locations could be modified 
to include Newton-Wellesley Hospital and the Longwood area facilities and Mass General.  The 
shuttle would operate between approx. 8 AM and 6 PM on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (un-
less demand warrants 5 days/week). 
 
Nee will prepare information about a second, dedicated shuttle, with costs and likely travel 
times, and interested communities will prepare information on their current demand, similar to 
Sudbury’s data: 
 
GoSudbury Trips to Healthcare Facilities 
 

• Taxi (6 months) 274 
o Approx. 11 rides/week (capped at 6 1-way rides/month)  

• Uber  
o Approx. 10 rides/week (based on avg 200 rides/month, 20% healthcare; rides 

capped at 10 1-way rides/month) 
• Council on Aging van 

o Approx.  rides/week (no caps) 
 
 
 
  

https://www.mwrta.com/routes/commuter-shuttles/boston-hospital-shuttle
https://www.mwrta.com/routes/commuter-shuttles/boston-hospital-shuttle
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