Town of Sudbury ~ Finance Committee

Minutes of Meeting

Monday - January 31, 2005

Fairbanks Senior Center - 7:30pm

Present:  Co-Chairs Bob Jacobson & Marty Ragones, Tracy Billig, Norman DeLuca, Michael 

                Grosberg, Bill Kneeland, John Nikula, Larry Rowe, and Sheila Stewart.  Also present: 

                Suzanne Petersen, Finance Director, and Robin Porcella, Recording Secretary.

Item 1:  Opening Remarks:

The meeting was opened at 7:35pm.

The committee was informed that at the Feb. 3rd meeting, they will be having a joint meeting with the Board of Selectmen.  This will give the FinCom an opportunity to hear what the selectmen's views are before they vote on the budget.

Bob Jacobson asked if the committee would be interested in having a public budget forum on March 21, 2005.  The forum would be held in the LSRHS auditorium at 7:30pm, and will possibly be moderator by the League of Women Voters.  There will be signs posted at the two fire stations, advertised on the local cable channel, and advertised in the Town Crier.  The purpose of the forum is so that the public may have a chance to ask any questions they might have regarding the budget and any override questions on the ballot so as to inform the voting public. 
Item 2:  Other Articles:   

Article 2:  Senior Citizen Residential Exemption 

Ralph Tyler made a presentation to the committee at the Jan. 27, 2005 meeting.  There is an age requirement, but there are no income guidelines, and no means test.  Bob Jacobson gave Mr. Tyler credit for keeping this topic alive year to year, citing that it is important not to forget about the seniors.

VOTED:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Michael Grosberg not to recommend approval of Article #2.  On vote, motion carries 8 in support of motion and 1 opposed (Nikula).

Article 3: Real Estate Exemption
Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Michael Grosberg to support Article 3. On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed. 
Article 4:  Curbside PAYT Trash Pickup

Peter Glass made a brief presentation to the FinCom at their meeting in respect to this article. A large override would be required to fund this article.
VOTED:  Motion made by Michael Grosberg and seconded by Bill Kneeland not to recommend support of Article #4.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.
Article 8:  Solid Waste Disposal Enterprise Fund

VOTED:  Motion made by Michael Grosberg and seconded by Larry Rowe to support Article #8.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 9:  FY06 Pool Enterprise Fund Budget

Voted:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Michael Grosberg to support Article #9.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 10: Table until next meeting

Article 11: Table until next meeting

Article 12: Table until next meeting

Articles 13 thru 15

These articles all require funding that would require an override or cutting the proposed budget if funded within the levy. 

Voted:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Michael Grosberg not to support Articles 13 thru 15.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 17:  Lease Authorization - Carding Mill Property

Voted:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by John Nikula to support Article 17.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 18:  Rescind / Amend Borrowings

Voted:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Marty Ragones to support Article 18.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 19:  Amend Bylaws - Art. XVII.1  Sealing Weights and Measures

This article is to increase the fees for the services of the Sealer of Weights & Measurers.

Voted:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Tracy Billig to support Article #19.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 20:  Chapter 90 Highway Funding

Voted:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by John Nikula to support Article #20.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support, and 0 opposed.

Articles 21 thru 33:  Revolving Funds

Voted:  Motion made by Tracy Billig and seconded by Larry Rowe to support Articles 21 thru 33.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 41:  Extension of Sudbury Housing Authority Proposal

Voted:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Sheila Stewart to support Article #41.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 42:  Housing Committee - Housing Unit Buy-Down

Voted:  Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Norman DeLuca to support Article #42.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 43:  Rail-Trail Conversion Study

Voted:  Motion made by John Nikula and seconded by Larry Rowe to support Article 43.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 44:  Davis Field Study

No vote taken.  The committee would like to review the information on what the study will consist of. Tabled until April 4, 2005.
Article 45:  Willis Pond Dock

The Board of Selectmen has already issued the permit for the installation of the dock.  

Voted:  Motion made by Bill Kneeland and seconded by John Nikula to support Article #45.  On vote, motion carries 8 in support, 0 opposed, and 1 abstained (Stewart).

Article 46: Willis Pond Environmental Study
Voted: Motion made by Larry Rowe and seconded by Norman Deluca to support Article 46. On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed. 

Article 47:  Hosmer House Restoration - Phase 1

Voted:  motion made by John Nikula and seconded by Larry Rowe to support Article #47.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 48:  Historic Structures Survey - Phase 2

Voted:  Motion made by John Nikula and seconded by Larry Rowe to support Article #48.  On vote, motion carries 9 in support and 0 opposed.

Article 50:  CPC - General Budget and Appropriation

The committee was unanimous in agreement to rescind their original vote of 9 in support and 0 opposed to Article #50.  After having a brief discussion after their original vote, they though it would be best to review this article at a later date. Tabled to April 4, 2005.
There being no further business, the committee adjourned at 8:45pm.

