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The proposed article for the May Town Meeting Warrant

ARTICLE___. FAIRBANK COMMUNITY CENTER AUDIO-
VISUAL EQUIPMENT AND ASSOCIATED DESIGN FUNDING

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or to transfer from
available funds, the sum of $200,000, or any other sum or sums, to be
expended under the direction of the Town Manager, for the purpose of
purchasing audio-visual and related equipment, and associated design
services, for the Fairbank Community Center project to address needs
and associated costs therefor; or to act on anything relative thereto.

Council on Aging report

1. The request is submitted to meet the need for enhanced audio-visual equipment to
address the special needs of the users of the Senior Center program spaces at the
new Fairbank Community Center. The capability of the equipment contemplated by
this request was not part of the request approved by the Town at its 2022 Annual
Town Meeting. At the time that Article was brought forth, the narrative for that
proposal provided minimum Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and
Massachusetts Architectural Access Board (MAAB) compliance, but did not address
all of the requests of the users. Specifically, it did not include Assisted Listening
Systems, speech enhancement systems, or hybrid remote learning AV systems in all
program rooms that support Senior Center programming.

2. The contemplated equipment will

a. enhance the ability of all patrons to hear and be heard within a given program
space, with special emphasis on the hearing impaired

b. enhance the availability of, and interaction with, virtual and remote
programming for all patrons of the Senior Center

c. enable persons unable to attend programming at the Senior Center to
interactively participate in programming originating at, or transmitted through,
the Senior Center. The capability of the enhanced equipment will expand the
availability and participation of residents in our community unable to attend
programs in person and make for a more welcoming Senior Center for all



residents.

3. In addition to the equipment needed, approved funds will be used for necessary
redesign services and the installation of the systems ordered.

4. The best time to install these systems is now, as the building is under

construction. To wait will likely result in higher costs and unnecessary disruption of
programming at the Senior Center.

Quick Facts from National Institutes of Health about Hearing Impairment
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e About 2 to 3 out of every 1,000 children in the United States are born with a
detectable level of hearing loss in one or both ears.t

e More than 90 percent of deaf children are born to hearing parents.2

e Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5 million) aged 18 and over report
some trouble hearing.2

e Among adults aged 20-69, the overall annual prevalence of hearing loss dropped
slightly from 16 percent (28.0 million) in the 1999-2004 period to 14 percent (27.7
million) in the 2011-2012 period.4

e Ageis the strongest predictor of hearing loss among adults aged 20-69, with the
greatest amount of hearing loss in the 60 to 69 age group.2

e Men are almost twice as likely as women to have hearing loss among adults aged
20-69.4

e Non-Hispanic white adults are more likely than adults in other racial/ethnic groups
to have hearing loss; non-Hispanic black adults have the lowest prevalence of
hearing loss among adults aged 20-69.4

e About 18 percent of adults aged 20-69 have speech-frequency hearing loss in both
ears from among those who report 5 or more years of exposure to very loud noise
at work, as compared to 5.5 percent of adults with speech-frequency hearing loss
in both ears who report no occupational noise exposure.4

e Onein eight people in the United States (13 percent, or 30 million) aged 12 years
or older has hearing loss in both ears, based on standard hearing examinations.2

e About 2 percent of adults aged 45 to 54 have disabling hearing loss. The rate
increases to 8.5 percent for adults aged 55 to 64. Nearly 25 percent of those aged
65 to 74 and 50 percent of those who are 75 and older have disabling hearing
loss.8
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¢ Roughly 10 percent of the U.S. adult population, or about 25 million Americans,
has experienced tinnitus lasting at least five minutes in the past year.

e About 28.8 million U.S. adults could benefit from using hearing aids.2

e Among adults aged 70 and older with hearing loss who could benefit from hearing
aids, fewer than one in three (30 percent) has ever used them. Even fewer adults
aged 20 to 69 (approximately 16 percent) who could benefit from wearing hearing
aids have ever used them.2

e As of December 2019, approximately 736,900 cochlear implants have been
implanted worldwide. In the United States, roughly 118,100 devices have been
implanted in adults and 65,000 in children.12

e Five out of 6 children experience ear infection (otitis media) by the time they are 3
years old.12
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Sudbury Disability Data from 2017

Data that the Census Bureau Population Estimates Program produces and disseminates
for official use are based on data from the Census. The information below is taken from
the 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. The total for all six
categories of disability is 1,804 in 2017.

With a 1.8% increase in population from 2017 to 2022 the estimated total is likely to be
closer to 1836. And that figure is just under 10% of our total population so is likely to be
too conservative.

DISABILITY TYPE BY AGE GROUP .
IN SUDBURY est. | margin
With hearing difficulty 499 | +/-0.8
Under 18 11
18-64 | 167
65 and over | 321
With vision difficulty 179 | +/-0.4
Under 18 27
18-64 78
65 and over 74
With cognitive difficulty 336 | +/-0.8
Under 18 89
18-64 | 168
65 and over 79
With an ambulatory difficulty 400 | +/-0.6
Under 18 9
18-64 | 114
65 and over | 277
With a self-care difficulty 161 | +/-0.4
Under 18 22
18-64 87
65 and over 52
With an independent living difficulty 229 | +/-0.8
18-64 | 109
and over | 120




