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The Historic Loring Parsonage
• Home built for Rev. Israel Loring in 1730
• Passed through his family and then to the Haynes family
• Has been a farm, a tavern, a home for Sudbury fire chief 

and until recently town offices
• Purchased by the town in the 1930’s
• An important element of historic Sudbury Town Center
• One of the oldest buildings in Sudbury today
• Listed on the Massachusetts Historic Register
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Loring Parsonage Many Years Ago
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Loring Parsonage Three Months Ago
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Loring Parsonage Today
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Loring Parsonage  of Tomorrow
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Getting here took $1,700,000
At the completion of the restoration and repurposing of 
the Loring Parsonage into the Sudbury History Center 
nearly $1,700,000 will have been invested into this 
historic and cultural town treasure.
- $290,000 State grant  
- $726,000 –Raised  by the Sudbury Historical Society

through grants and donations
- $286,000 -Trust moneys willed or raised for a 

Sudbury History Museum  (Harry Rice and 
Wood Davidson trusts)

- $400,000 - CPA funds
…and  more money is going to be invested outfitting the 
Sudbury History Center for offices and displays 
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It Is The Town’s Building
• …and  more money is going to be invested outfitting the 

Sudbury History Center for offices and displays 
• The Loring Parsonage will remain a Town owned 

building.
• SHS has raised well over $1,300,000 and gifted all that to 

the town. 
• SHS only has a 30 year lease and the town will still have 

jurisdiction over the building.
• If funds are not provided by source such as CPC it may 

be several years before SHS has the funds for a VESDA 
system
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Security and Fire Detection at Completion 
of Construction 

• One or more smoke detector alarms will be in every room 
and the basement.

• Smoke alarms will be connected to the Sudbury Fire 
Department

• A motion detection security alarm will be installed.
• BUT…..
• Smoke alarms fall short as they often detect a fire after 

the fire has begun.
• A more sensitive  Aspirating Smoke Detection (VESDA) 

was part of the initial plan but it was crowded out by high 
cost of construction.
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Most Common Causes of Fire

• Cooking 
• Electrical 
• Heating 
• Smoking i.e., cigarettes, cigars, pipes, etc.) 
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What VESDA Provides
• VESDA buys the critical time needed to:

- speed intervention to protect life, 
- protect critical infrastructure and high-value assets. 
- mitigate risk

• At the earliest occurrence of smoke, before smoke can be 
detected by a standard smoke detector VESDA has 
sampled the air and sent off an alarm to the fire station.

• It adds significantly to the protection of both the building 
and its contents. 
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How  VESDA Works
ASD (aspirating smoke detection) corrects the 
shortcomings of conventional smoke detectors by 
using a sampling pipe with multiple holes. The air 
samples are captured and filtered, removing any 
contaminants or dust to avoid false alarms and 
then processed by a centralized, highly sensitive 
laser detection unit. If smoke is detected, the 
systems alarm is triggered, and signals are then 
processed through centralized monitoring stations 
within a few seconds.
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VESDA Demo
• Videos and comparison of a VESDA vs standard smoke 

alarm systems can be found at:

How VESDA Works
https://xtralis.com/video.cfm?id=796

The VESDA  Advantage
https://xtralis.com/video.cfm?id=795

VESDA Advanced Smoke Detection Demonstration
https://xtralis.com/video.cfm?id=797
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Example VESDA System
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Example VESDA System 
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Institutions That Have Installed 
VESDA  Detection

• Hosmer House - Sudbury 
• Harvard University, Fogg Art Museum – Art Storage
• Harvard University, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Studies, 

Schlesinger Library – Archive Storage Vaults
• Harvard University, Memorial Church, Nave & Chapel – Early 

Warning Fire Detection
• Harvard University, Pusey Library – Art Collection
• Harvard University Museum Art Storage
• Museum of Fine Arts, Off Site Art Storage 
• Harvard Business School – Morgan and Klarman Halls
• Robert A Vincent Early American Historical Collection & Library
• Fidelity Investments- Data Center and Art Collections
• Many ATT/Verizon/Sprint Telco sites
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Institutions That Have Installed VESDA 
Detection (continued)

• Boston Symphony Orchestra – Symphony Hall
• Orpheum Theater
• Xcelis Technologies – High Energy Ion Implant Tools
• Skyworks Solutions – Semi-Conductor Fab
• MIT LL – R&D and computer rooms
• Raytheon – Labs
• BAE Systems – Anechoic chambers
• Boston Conservatory Theater
• Bio-gen/Genzyme/Amgen/Alnylam Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturing areas
• Williams College – Library
• Marlborough Middle School
• Sika Sarnafil – Manufacturing
• Solid Energy - Labs
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Community Support
• Sudbury Fire Chief, John Whalen (9/18/2018)
• “The installation of a Very Early Smoke Detection  

Apparatus (VESDA) detection will provide quick 
notification of a smoke or fire event in the building”

• Sudbury Historical Commission (9/25/2018)
• “The SHC unanimously approved a motion to support the 

SHS to seek funding from the CPC for the installation of 
(VESDA) Fire Protection System at the Loring Parsonage”
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Examples of Museum Fires
• National Museum of Brazil 2018
• The Derrin House, Avon, CT Historical Society 2016
• MoMA (Museum of Modern Art, NYC) 1958
• The Natural History Museum in Delhi 2016
• Taras H. Shevchenko Museum (Ontario) 1988
• Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum (Ontario) 1995
• Billings Estate Museum (Ontario) 1992
• Royal Saskatchewan Museum 1990
• P. T. Barnum's American Museum 1865
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Washington Post September 5, 2008
Article on the fire at the National Museum of Brazil 
2018

• ….‘Yet as the 1958 MoMA conflagration reminds 
us, fires and other natural hazards have long 
posed as much a threat to leading museums in 
the United States and Europe as they have to 
their less wealthy counterparts in other parts of 
the world. In the United States, the long history of 
fires goes back to the early years of museum-
building — and continues to the present day.’
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Summary
• A considerable investment has been make 
by the Town of Sudbury, the state, private 
citizens and organizations to restore and 
repurpose the Loring Parsonage.

• It is a town treasure and will contain historic 
documents and artifacts.

• A small investment will provide maximum 
assurance the this building and its contents 
will be protected.
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