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ARTICLE #45 — FUNDING THE CONSERVATION FUND

Move to see if the town will vote to approve utilization of $200,000 of current
Community Preservation Act reserve funds from the category Open Space to fund
Sudbury’s Conservation Fund, pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44B (the
Community Preservation Act), or act on anything relative thereto.

Submitted by Petition

Discussion:

Over the past few years several properties in Sudbury administered under Chapter 61A
have been converted from agricultural or open space use to residential development. The
town of Sudbury was granted the right of first refusal to purchase these properties and
maintain them as undeveloped space in return for their favored property tax treatment
under Chapter 61A; however the town declined to exercise this right at least in part
because of the effort and expense to convene a Special Town Meeting to secure the
necessary funding from Community Preservation Funds.

The Conservation Fund, established under the provisions of MGL Chapter 40 Section 8C,
can be used to hold funds available for immediate use when properties become available.
Conservation Commission expends the Fund to acquire properties identified for
preservation in the Open Space and Recreation Plan as they deem appropriate.

This appropriation is directly analogous to appropriating $200,000 of CPA funds for
affordable housing to the Sudbury Housing Trust..

Funding the Conservation Fund permits the town to act quickly without the expense of a
special town meeting to preserve our heritage of open space in Sudbury.

Notes added 310CT2014:

When this Article was submitted for the 2014 Town Warrant it was endorsed by the
Conservation Commission. I am meeting with ConCom 17NOV2014 to determine their
continued interest. Upon confirmation of their continued interest (discussion and
majority vote), I will supplement this project submission form by providing the additional
supporting data.
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