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About This PropertyAbout This Property 
This  80-acre parcel  of  wet land,  f loodpla in,  meadow,  
and forest  was  purchased by  the Town of  Sudbury  
f rom the Sudbury Rod and Gun Club in 1967.  I t  
o f f ers a var ied habitat  for  a wide var iety  o f  p lant and 
animal l i f e.  The s i te f eatures  mult ip le t ra i ls  and a 
scenic pond. In addit ion,  the parcel  conta ins 
beaut i ful  wi ld f lowers,  interesting  mushrooms, and 
forest  groundcovers.  Due to the var ied habitat types,  
the property  is  v ibrant with both aquat ic  and 
terres tr ia l  l i f e .  Numerous  bird spec ies  such as  b lue 
heron,  osprey ,  owls,  and hawks may be seen f ishing 
in the marsh and pond. Many other  b ird spec ies  
dwel l  in the oak-pine fores t .  

There are indicat ions that  the Nat ive American 
populat ion used f ishing  weirs  at  numerous places  on 
Hop Brook before white set t lers  arr ived.  As a 
t r ibutary of  the much larger Sudbury  R iver ,  the 
brook played a cruc ia l  ro le in the development of  the 
Town of  Sudbury f rom its very ear ly set t lement.  From 
that t ime and into  the 18th century ,  Sudbury was on 
the per imeter  of  the western expans ion o f  the 
Massachuset ts Bay Colony .  The area was wi lderness ,  
iso lated f rom c iv i l izat ion because of  the s lowness  of  
horse-drawn travel ,  and a lso because o f  the 
formidable spr ing f looding of  the Sudbury  R iver .  The 
inhabitants had to  become sel f -suf f ic ient  to surv ive,  
develop,  and prosper .   

The supply of  waterpower for  mil l  operat ion was a 
major funct ion of  Hop Brook for  severa l  centur ies .  
Loca l  establ ishment  o f  mi l ls  was essent ia l for the 
gr inding  o f  gra ins,  sawing  and planing of  wood, and 
process ing of  c loth.  The Sudbury  R iver  was  not 
suitable for the s i t ing of  mi l ls  because of  the broad 
wet  meadows that surround i t .  A major  t r ibutary ,  
Hop Brook,  was  chosen instead.  At  leas t  seven mil l  
s i tes,  under numerous propr ietors,  were establ ished 
a long the 9.4 miles of  Hop Brook. The las t of  the 
mil ls  operated unt i l  the middle o f  the 20th century .  
Al l  the mil l  bui ld ings on Hop Brook are gone.   
However,  i f  one looks careful ly ,  the o ld mil l  s i tes  
may be found by  their  remaining  dams, spi l lways ,  
and s tonework.  Old photographs ,  deeds,  and writ ten 
records s t i l l  surv ive.   

Another  indispensable funct ion of  the brook was  the 
supply of  water to the farming populat ion,  their  
s tock,  and their  c rops .  This contr ibuted to making  
Sudbury  one of  the largest towns in the area before 
and during the Revo lut ionary War.   

Winter  sports enthus iasts may snowshoe and cross -
country  ski  on the t ra i ls  that connect to o ther  open 
space areas.  The main t ra i ls  at  Hop Brook Marsh are 
wide,  f la t,  and wel l  es tabl ished.  There are some tree 
roots  on the minor t ra i ls .  A s light ly  s lope ex is ts on 
the end of  the t ra i l  past the Duck Pond near Hop 
Brook.  
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Tra i l  Gu i deTra i l  Gu i de  

Land Use RegulationsLand Use Regulations 

· Conservation Land is open to the public ½ hour before sunrise until 
½ hour after sunset. 

· No trails shall be cut or marked, nor dams built, nor any structure 
such as lean-tos, bridges, towers or handrails constructed. 

· No person shall cut, break, remove, deface, defile, or ill-use any rock, 
building, fence, bench, bog bridge, sign or other structure or proper-
ty, or have possession of any part thereof.  

· Depositing or leaving rubbish, litter, demolition or yard debris, gar-
bage, excavated fill or any hazardous waste is prohibited.  

· No person shall engage in business, sell, or expose for sale, post, 
place, or give away any goods, wares or circulars. 

· Fishing, trapping, catching, injuring, destroying or interfering in any 
way with birds, reptiles, amphibians, mammals or any other wild 
animals is prohibited. 

· Hunting prohibited except as permitted by the Conservation Com-
mission. 

· Horse riding is allowed on designated trails. The Conservation Com-
mission reserves the right to close any trails to horses at any time 
should trail conditions warrant closure. Riders are expected to re-
move any horse waste from the trails and not dispose of it in any 
wetland area. Groups of more than five riders or organized horseback 
activities require a permit from the Commission. 

· Dogs shall be restrained in accordance with the General Bylaws 
(Chapter 117 – Article II). More than 4 dogs per person shall require 
written permission from the Conservation Commission. Dog owners/
walkers are expected to remove any dog waste from the property. Dog 
owners/walkers shall yield to horse riders and other trail users. All 
dog waste must be removed from the property and properly disposed 
of. 

· Possessing or consuming any alcoholic beverage is prohibited.  

· Possession of weapons or the discharge of firearms,  firecrackers, 
rockets, sparklers, or fireworks is prohibited, except as permitted by 
the Conservation Commission. 

· No motorized vehicles of any kind are allowed except for government 
emergency vehicles or vehicles authorized, in writing, by the Conser-
vation Commission. 

· Bicycles are permitted on designated trails only. The Conservation 
Commission reserves the right to close any trails to bicycles at any 
time should trail conditions warrant closure. 

· Public nudity is prohibited.  

· Swimming and wading is prohibited.  

· All trash, litter, cans, refuse, bottles etc. shall be removed from the 
land by the user and disposed of or recycled properly.  

· No glass bottles or containers or any kind are permitted on conserva-
tion land.  

· Please park to maximize the space available. Please do not block the 
emergency entrance gate. 

· Camping permitted by permit. Open fires are prohibited. 

A fine of not more than $100.00 per day shall be imposed for any viola-
tion of these regulations, or of a permit issued under these regulations, 
according to the following schedule: $150 for a second offense, and 
$200.00 for a third or subsequent offense. These fines may be imposed, 
under the provisions of MGL Chapter 40 Section 21D, by the Police or by 
Commission members or staff. Each day shall constitute a new offense. 
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