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Heritage Areas
Silos & Smokestacks NHA ▪ Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor ▪ Lower Eastern Shore Heritage Area 
▪ Endless Mountains Heritage Region ▪ Stories of the Chesapeake Heritage Area ▪ Delaware & Lehigh 

National Heritage Corridor ▪Anacostia Trails Heritage Area ▪ Lancaster-York Heritage Area ▪
Susquehanna Heritage Area ▪ Shenandoah Valley Battlefields National Historic District

Crossroads of the American Revolution National Heritage Area
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Freedom’s Way National Heritage Area, MA & NH
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Historic Communities



P R O J E C T A P P R O A C H

§ Understand historical development
§ Plan for the landscape as a whole
§ Respect community perspectives
§ Emphasize community character
§ Use all available tools
§ Build from the grassroots
§ Encourage private sector investment
§ Align with community programs
§ Enhance quality of life
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Project Schedule:

Phase I – Background Sept - Dec

Phase II – Outreach Jan - Feb

Phase III – Recommendations March - April

Phase IV – Final Plan May - June
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Phase I – Background Sept - Dec
1.1  Initial Meeting
1.2  Model Preservation Plans
1.3  Introduction to Preservation Planning
1.4  HC/HDC/CPC Meetings
1.5  Partners and Stakeholders
1.6  Historical Development
1.7  Previous Planning Documents
1.8  Historic Resource Inventories
1.9  National Register Analysis
1.10 Bylaws and Regulations
1.11 Phase I Review Meeting
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Phase II – Outreach Jan - Feb
2.1  Stakeholder Outreach

§ Stakeholder Interviews
§ Committee Meetings
§ Town Staff

2.2  Public Forum #1
2.3  HC/HDC Meetings
2.4  Public Awareness and Engagement Analysis
2.5  Overview of Issues, Challenges, and Opportunities
2.6  Phase II Review Meeting
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Phase III – Recommendations March - April
3.1  Draft Vision and Goals Statement
3.2  Preservation Plan Strategies and Recommendations
3.3  HC/HDC/CPC Meetings
3.4  Public Forum #2
3.5  Draft Historic Preservation Plan

Phase IV – Final Plan May - June
4.1  Final Historic Preservation Plan
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Environmental Context -
Glaciated Landscape

 
Sudbury Master Plan | Baseline Report 123 April 28, 2021 
 

 
Map 17: Water Resources 
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Agricultural Context –
Forest Cover 1830
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Harvard Forest 1830 Woodland Map

Background  and  Data  Limitations:

The  Massachusetts  1830  map  series  represents  a  unique  data  source  that  depicts  land  cover  and  cultural  features  during  the  historical

period  of  widespread  land  clearing  for  agricultural.    To  our  knowledge,  Massachusetts  is  the  only  state  in  the  US  where  detailed  land  cover

information  was  comprehensively  mapped  at  such  an  early  date.    As  a  result,  these  maps  provide  unusual  insight  into  land  cover  and

cultural  patterns  in  19th  century  New  England.    However,  as  with  any  historical  data,  the  limitations  and  appropriate  uses  of  these  data

must  be  recognized:    (1)  These  maps  were  originally  developed  by  many  different  surveyors  across  the  state,  with  varying  levels  of  effort

and  accuracy.    (2)  It  is  apparent  that  original  mapping  did  not  follow  consistent  surveying  or  drafting  protocols;;  for  instance,  no  consistent

minimum  mapping  unit  was  identified  or  used  by  different  surveyors;;  as  a  result,  whereas  some  maps  depict  only  large  forest  blocks,

others  also  depict  small  wooded  areas,  suggesting  that  numerous  smaller  woodlands  may  have  gone  unmapped  in  many  towns.    Surveyors

also  were  apparently  not  consistent  in  what  they  mapped  as  ‘woodlands’:  comparison  with  independently  collected  tax  valuation  data  from

the  same  time  period  indicates  substantial  lack  of  consistency  among  towns  in  the  relative  amounts  of  ‘woodlands’,  ‘unimproved’  lands,

and  ‘unimproveable’  lands  that  were  mapped  as  ‘woodlands’  on  the  1830  maps.    In  some  instances,  the  lack  of  consistent  mapping

protocols  resulted  in  substantially  different  patterns  of  forest  cover  being  depicted  on  maps  from  adjoining  towns  that  may  in  fact  have  had

relatively  similar  forest  patterns  or  in  woodlands  that  ‘end’  at  a  town  boundary.    (3)  The  degree  to  which  these  maps  represent

approximations  of  ‘primary’  woodlands  (i.e.,  areas  that  were  never  cleared  for  agriculture  during  the  historical  period,  but  were  generally

logged  for  wood  products)  varies  considerably  from  town  to  town,  depending  on  whether  agricultural  land  clearing  peaked  prior  to,  during,

or  substantially  after  1830.    (4)  Despite  our  efforts  to  accurately  geo-reference  and  digitize  these  maps,  a  variety  of  additional  sources  of

error  were  introduced  in  converting  the  mapped  information  to  electronic  data  files  (see  detailed  methods  below).    Thus,  we  urge

considerable  caution  in  interpreting  these  maps.

Despite  these  limitations,  the  1830  maps  present  an  incredible  wealth  of  information  about  land  cover  patterns  and  cultural  features  during

the  early  19th  century,  a  period  that  continues  to  exert  strong  influence  on  the  natural  and  cultural  landscapes  of  the  region.

For  more  information,  please  visit  our  website  at:  http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/data/gis-data.html  or  call:  Brian  Hall  at  (978)  724-

3302.
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Agricultural Context –
Sudbury 1908
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Suburban Context –
Land Cover

 
Sudbury Master Plan | Baseline Report 138 April 28, 2021 
 

 
Map 22: Sudbury Current Land-Use, 2016 
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Historic Resources 

 
Sudbury Master Plan | Baseline Report 73 April 28, 2021 
 

 
 
Map 7: Historic Resources in Sudbury 
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Cultural Landscape –
Conservation Lands
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H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  P L A N

Master Plan Topics
§ Route 20 Corridor
§ Economic Development
§ Transportation and Connectivity
§ Historic and Cultural Identity
§ Natural Environment
§ Conservation and Recreation
§ Town Facilities, Services, and Infrastructure
§ Housing
§ Resiliency
§ Public Health and Social Wellbeing
§ Future Land Use



H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  P L A N

Natural and Cultural Landscapes
§ Collaboration between Town commissions on topics 

of mutual interest and benefit

§ When you are preserving a natural landscape, you 
are often preserving a cultural landscape as well.

§ Agricultural landscapes and mill sites

§ Potential for a Town-wide interpretive presentation –
natural and cultural landscapes
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