
         
            
           
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
SUDBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 
 

The Sudbury Conservation Commission will hold a public hearing to review the Notice 
of Intent filing for replacement of an existing culvert, construction of a sidewalk, and 
road realignment, within the 100-foot Buffer Zone, Riverfront Area, and Land Under 
Waterways, pursuant to the State Act and local Bylaw, at Old Framingham Road, 
Sudbury MA. Dan Nason, DPW Director, applicant.  The hearing will be held on Mon., 
March 22, 2021 at 6:45 pm, via Zoom. Please see the Conservation Commission web 
page for further information.  
 
https://sudbury.ma.us/conservationcommission/meeting/conservation-commission-
meeting-monday-march-22-2021/  
 
SUDBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
March 8, 2021 

https://sudbury.ma.us/conservationcommission/meeting/conservation-commission-meeting-monday-march-22-2021/
https://sudbury.ma.us/conservationcommission/meeting/conservation-commission-meeting-monday-march-22-2021/
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abutters_idabutters_owner1 abutters_owner2 abutters_address
L07-0024 SOWINSKI PAWEL & HAACK MONIKA    78 OLD FRAMINGHAM RD 
L07-0029 GETTINGS BRIAN    17 MAIN STREET 
L07-0030 PARK DONNA R    99 NOBSCOT RD 
L07-0040 GONG XIAO C & LIU YAO YAO    101 NOBSCOT RD 
L07-0202 MURPHY AUDREY C TRUSTEE  HOLLY REALTY TRUST  120 NOBSCOT RD 



abutters_aabutters_t abutters_s abutters_z abutters_babutters_location
 SUDBURY MA 01776 54298-54 78 OLD FRAMINGHAM RD 
 WINDSOR VT 05089 1564-169 79 NOBSCOT RD 
 SUDBURY MA 01776 216497 99 NOBSCOT RD 
 SUDBURY MA 01776 62841-342 101 NOBSCOT RD 
 SUDBURY MA 01776 46796-553 120 NOBSCOT RD 
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Town of Sudbury, MA (0233128.00) 1  Woodard & Curran 
2021.03.04 Tech Memo for Permit Application  March 4, 2021 

TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 

TO: Arthur Allen, EcoTec, Inc. 

PREPARED BY: Dan Pasquale, Woodard & Curran 

REVIEWED BY:   Scott Salvucci, Woodard & Curran 

DATE: March 4, 2021 

RE: Old Framingham Road Sidewalk Extension and Roadway Realignment 

   

1. INTRODUCTION 

Woodard & Curran has developed a preliminary-phase design of a sidewalk extension alongside Old 
Framingham Road in Sudbury, MA. Additionally, the design includes a realignment of Old Framingham Road 
and a re-configuration of the Old Framingham Road/Nobscot Road intersection. This memorandum is intended 
to support filing of a Notice of Intent application with the Conservation Commission for authorization to construct 
the sidewalk extension and roadway improvements. The sidewalk extension would improve pedestrian safety 
and enhance access between the residential communities along Old Framingham Road and an existing 
sidewalk along Nobscot Road. An existing reinforced concrete pipe (RCP) culvert carries an unnamed 
perennial stream beneath Old Framingham Road. To accommodate the sidewalk and adjacent roadway 
alignment, Woodard & Curran recommends replacing a portion of the existing culvert with new RCP piping. 
Please refer to Figure 1 for the Site Location Map.    

2. EXISTING CONDITIONS EVALUATION 

2.1 Survey and Existing Unnamed Stream Channel Condition 

An existing conditions survey of the site was performed by Jarvis Land Survey, with field data collected in 
November and December 2020. A 43.4-foot long closed-channel/pipe culvert carries an unnamed stream 
flowing west to east beneath Old Framingham Road. Upstream of the crossing, the stream pools in an area 
west of the roadway, impounded by a stone masonry headwall. A weir structure forms the outlet of the upstream 
pool area, discharging into an approximately 12-foot long, 3.5-foot-wide channelized stream section with stone 
masonry walls. The downstream 6-feet of the channelized section is covered by a concrete slab structure. 
Refer to Figure 2 for a photo of the closed-channel stream section. The stream then enters a 30” RCP pipe 
and flows beneath the roadway. Based on information from the Town, a doghouse-style drop inlet structure 
was built on top of the RCP pipe near the upstream end, with the top half of the pipe within the structure footprint 
removed to allow direct discharge of stormwater runoff from the roadway into the culvert. The existing pipe 
culvert is set at a slope of approximately 2.4%. Downstream of the roadway, the RCP culvert discharges into 
a wooded area. The upstream and downstream properties are both privately owned. An existing condition 
survey is included as Attachment A. 

2.2 Wetland Resource Evaluation 

A wetland resource evaluation was performed by EcoTec, Inc. on November 4, 2020 to evaluate the presence 
of resource areas within the project area. Wetland flags were delineated for the boundary of bordering 
vegetated wetlands (BVW) associated with the upstream and downstream wetland complexes, labeled B1–B5 
and A1-A10, respectively. Flags marking the Mean Annual High-water Line (MAHWL) of the perennial stream 
on the east and west sides of the crossing were also delineated, labeled RA1-RA8 and RB1-RB10/RB1A-
RB5A, respectively. The intermittent stream continues from the culvert outlet through wooded areas and 
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relatively flat marshes within farmland before ultimately draining to Landham Brook (also known as Allowance 
Brook). The Wetland Resource Evaluation is included as Attachment B. 

2.3 Site Soil Conditions 

On December 1, 2020, two test pits (TP-1 and TP-2) were excavated adjacent to the existing roadway near 
the culvert crossing under the supervision of Woodard & Curran staff. The purpose of the test pit excavation 
was to gain a general understanding of the soil conditions and groundwater level at the site. Subsurface 
conditions consisted primarily of poorly sorted silt/sand layers. No significant organic soil layer was discovered. 
As soil conditions can vary across a given site, Woodard & Curran recommends that soil conditions be 
monitored during construction activities and that any unsuitable soil materials encountered at the subgrade be 
removed and replaced with clean fill material. Groundwater was encountered at 6.2-feet below ground surface 
at TP-1 and at 4.5-feet below ground surface at TP-2, corresponding to elevations ranging from approximately 
152.8-154.0. 

2.4 FEMA FIRM Review 

Review of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood maps indicates that the site is within an 
Area of Minimal Flood Hazard as mapped on FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Panel 25017C0506F. 
The FIRMette showing the project site is included as Attachment C. 

3. DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS 

The design intent was to provide the minimum required cross-sectional sidewalk and roadway width at the 
culvert crossing. This ensures pedestrian accessibility and safe vehicular passage while minimizing land 
disturbance near the stream. Because there is a steep drop-off along the eastern side of the road right-of-way, 
a line approximately coincidental with the eastern edge of the existing roadway was held for the back of 
sidewalk line at the culvert crossing. The western edge of the proposed roadway alignment is shifted west of 
the current alignment by a maximum of 5.83-feet at the crossing location. 

Modifications to the culvert are required to accommodate the proposed alignment. The new roadway footprint 
would cross over the concrete slab enclosing the channelized stream. Because the current structural condition 
of the concrete slab is unknown and possibly unsuitable for regular vehicle loading, Woodard & Curran 
recommends removing the concrete slab, as discussed in the Proposed Conditions section below.  

Additionally, the existing stormwater drop inlet structure over the pipe culvert would be positioned close to the 
proposed roadway centerline, which is a non-optimal location for capturing runoff from the road surface. 
Woodard & Curran recommends removing the existing drop inlet structure.   

4. PROPOSED CONDITIONS 

Please refer to Figure 3 for preliminary-phase project plans. The proposed sidewalk width is 5-feet, and the 
proposed roadway width is 18-feet. A 0.5-foot-wide vertical granite curb will separate the roadway from the 
sidewalk. To facilitate construction of the new sidewalk extension and roadway alignment, Woodard & Curran 
recommends replacing the existing 30” RCP culvert from the current RCP inlet up to and including the cut-
open drop inlet pipe with new 30” RCP pipe. Woodard & Curran also recommends replacing the concrete slab-
covered portion of the channel with additional 30” RCP pipe to the upstream limit of the existing concrete slab. 
A concrete headwall will be constructed within the stone masonry channel at the new pipe inlet. The existing 
stone masonry channel walls and the walls bordering the upstream marsh pool area will receive new mortar 
as part of the work. The new piping will provide a structurally-sound conveyance for the culvert and allow for 
the westward shift of the roadway. 
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Woodard & Curran also recommends constructing a new deep-sump catch basin with a grate inlet at the west 
edge of the roadway south of the culvert crossing to replace the drop inlet. The new deep-sump catch basin 
would form the low point along the road surface, which would be cross-pitched to the west similar to the existing 
roadway cross-slope. The catch basin would connect to an existing drain manhole (DMH) south of the culvert 
crossing with 12” HDPE pipe. Flow from the existing DMH is conveyed east and discharges to the wooded 
area immediately downstream of the existing RCP culvert outlet. It is assumed that during extreme precipitation 
events, any overflow from the catch basin would flow into the open channel section of the stream. 

The proposed configuration would replace the current stormwater inlet with a new inlet in an optimal location 
to capture runoff from the proposed roadway alignment. It would also provide an improvement to water quality—
the existing drop inlet structure provides no treatment of runoff before discharge to the brook, while the deep-
sump catch basin would provide a small level of treatment before discharging into the drainage system. 

The total length of the sidewalk extension is approximately 681-feet, measured from the existing sidewalk at 
Nobscot Road to the northern terminus of the existing Old Framingham Road sidewalk. Additional work farther 
from the crossing will be needed to construct the full length of the sidewalk extension. An existing catch basin 
in front of #78 Old Framingham Road will be removed and re-located within the roadway footprint, and a utility 
pole west of the roadway will be relocated to provide sufficient clearance between it and the proposed edge of 
pavement. The Town intends to acquire a walkway easement from the owners of #78 Old Framingham Road, 
and some re-grading along the frontage of the property will be required. Additional grading is proposed within 
a Town-owned property south of #78 Old Framingham Road to achieve a more gradual sidewalk slope. 

As part of this project, the intersection of Old Framingham Road and Nobscot Road will be re-configured to 
remove the existing traffic island on Old Framingham Road. This will narrow the Old Framingham Road 
approach to the intersection, reducing the impervious area associated with the intersection itself. As a result of 
the re-configuration, the Old Framingham Road approach will be shifted to the south of its current footprint by 
approximately 19.5-feet. The new Old Framingham Road approach will require additional grading on the private 
property at the south corner of Old Framingham Road and Nobscot Road. The Town intends to acquire a 
permanent easement on this property, which has the same ownership as #78 Old Framingham Road. 

Design considerations also included utility and roadway elevation constraints. The existing culvert has invert 
elevations of 154.32 feet and 153.27 feet at the culvert inlet and outlet, respectively. Subsurface gas and water 
utilities were found near the crossing based a review of available record plans and field utility markings. During 
construction, it will be the responsibility of the contractor to field locate and protect all subsurface utilities. 
Overhead electric utilities are present, crossing from the east to the west side of the roadway, and one utility 
pole is anticipated to be relocated as discussed above, although the electrical utility may require relocation of 
additional utility poles during construction. It is anticipated that surface elevations will be raised slightly within 
the proposed sidewalk alignment and lowered slightly within the roadway alignment to accommodate the 
proposed vertical granite curbing in the vicinity of the crossing area. However, grading patterns near the culvert 
crossing will be maintained to the maximum extent feasible under the proposed conditions.  

5. CONCEPTUAL SEQUENCE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Old Framingham Road is a two-lane road. At minimum, temporary closure of the southbound lane of the 
roadway will be required to facilitate construction, with temporary flaggers or police details posted to direct 
traffic. During full-depth reconstruction, a temporary complete closure of the roadway between Nobscot Road 
and #78 Old Framingham Road will be required. The anticipated sequence of construction is as follows:  

1. Install temporary erosion and sedimentation control and flow control measures, including cofferdam, 
flow diffuser, and/or flow diversion;  

2. Locate and protect existing utilities;  
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3. Close the southbound lane of the roadway; 

4. Remove and dispose of the existing drop inlet and concrete slab. Partially remove, and dispose, the 
existing RCP pipe culvert and the stone masonry RCP pipe headwall; 

5. Install new culvert piping and headwall; 

6. Install new deep-sump catch basin; 

7. Backfill new culvert and catch basin to roadway subgrade  

8. Completely close roadway between Nobscot Road and #78 Old Framingham Road; 

9. Excavate existing traffic island, roadway pavement, and base layers. Store signage to be reused; 

10. Grade and prepare roadway and sidewalk subgrade; 

11. Install new base layer and pavement binder/wearing courses, and guardrails. Reinstall signage;  

12. Reopen roadway; 

13. Stabilize side slopes as needed;  

14. Install erosion control matting, loam, and seed on all disturbed areas; and  

15. Remove temporary erosion and sedimentation control measures and flow control measures. 
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6. ATTACHMENTS 

Figures 

Figure 1 – Site Location Map 

Figure 2 – Photo of Closed-Channel Stream Section and RCP Pipe Inlet 

Figure 3 – Preliminary-Phase Project Plans 

Figure 4 – Resource Area Impact Figure 

Attachments 

Attachment A – Existing Conditions Survey 

Attachment B – Wetland Resource Evaluation 

Attachment C – FEMA FIRMETTE 
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Figure 1: Site Location Map 
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Figure 2:  Photo of Closed-Channel Stream Section and RCP Pipe Inlet 
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Figure 3:  Preliminary-Phase Project Plans 
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Figure 4:  Resource Area Impact Figure 
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ATTACHMENT A: EXISTING CONDITIONS SURVEY 
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Town of Sudbury, MA (0233128.00)  Woodard & Curran 
2021.03.04 Tech Memo for Permit Application  March 4, 2021 

ATTACHMENT B:  WETLAND RESOURCE EVALUATION 

  



EcoTec, Inc. 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING SERVICES 

102 Grove Street 

Worcester, MA 01605-2629 

508-752-9666 – Fax: 508-752-9494 
 

 

November 5, 2020 
 
Scott Salvucci, P.E. 
Woodard & Curran, Inc. 
980 Washington St., Suite 325 
Dedham, MA 02026 
 
RE: Wetland Resource Evaluation, Old Framingham Road Culvert, Sudbury, MA 
 
Dear Scott: 
 
On November 4, 2020, EcoTec, Inc. inspected the above-referenced property for the presence 
of wetland resources as defined by: (1) the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. Ch. 
131, § 40; the “Act”) and its implementing regulations (310 CMR 10.00 et seq.; the 
“Regulations”); and (2) the U.S. Clean Water Act (i.e., Section 404 and 401 wetlands). Arthur 
Allen, CPSS, CWS conducted the inspection. 
 
The subject site consists of the vicinity of an existing culvert carrying Pantry Brook under 
Marlboro Road in Sudbury. The upland portions of the site consist of a public roadway and 
wooded road shoulder slopes. The wetland resources observed on the site are described below. 
 
Methodology 
The site was inspected, and areas suspected to qualify as wetland resources were identified. 
The boundary of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands was delineated in the field in accordance with 
the definition set forth in the regulations at 310 CMR 10.55(2)(c). Section 10.55(2)(c) states that 
“The boundary of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands is the line within which 50% or more of the 
vegetational community consists of wetland indicator plants and saturated or inundated 
conditions exist.” The methodology used to delineate Bordering Vegetated Wetlands is further 
described in: (1) the BVW Policy “BVW: Bordering Vegetated Wetlands Delineation Criteria and 
Methodology,” issued March 1, 1995; and (2) “Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands 
Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act: A Handbook,” produced by the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, dated March 1995. The plant 
taxonomy used in this report is based on the National List of Plant Species that Occur in 
Wetlands: Massachusetts (Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1988). 
Federal wetlands were presumed to have boundaries conterminous with the delineated 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands. One set of DEP Bordering Vegetated Wetland Delineation Field 
Data Forms completed for observation plots located in the wetlands and uplands near flag A-3 
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EcoTec, Inc. 

is attached. The table below provides the Flag Numbers, Flag Type, and Wetland Types and 
Locations for the delineated wetland resources. 
 

Flag Numbers Flag Type Wetland Types and Locations 

A-1 to A-10 
(Test Plots at A-3) 

Blue Flags Boundary of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands located 
on the east side of Old Framingham Road that is 
associated with a perennial stream. Flags A-4 & A-5 
connect to stream culvert outfall. 

B-1 to B-5 
 

Blue Flags Boundary of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands located 
on the west side of Old Framingham Road that is 
associated with a perennial stream. Flag B-3 
connects to stream culvert inlet. 

RA-1 to RA-8 
 

Red Flags Mean Annual High-water Line (MAHWL) of perennial 
stream on the east side of Old Framingham Road. 

RB-1 to RB-10 & RB-1A to RB-5A 
 

Red Flags Mean Annual High-water Line (MAHWL) of perennial 
stream on the west side of Old Framingham Road. 

 
 
Findings 
Wetland A/B consists of a wooded swamp fringing on a marsh and wet meadow that is 
associated with an unnamed, perennial stream. Plant species observed include red maple (Acer 
rubrum) and American elm (Ulmus americana) trees and/or saplings; poison ivy (Toxicodendron 
radicans) climbing woody vines; highbush blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum), common 
winterberry (Ilex verticillata), arrow-wood (Viburnum dentatum), withe-rod (Viburnum 
cassinoides), swamp rose (Rosa palustris), speckled alder (Alnus rugosa), silky dogwood (Cornus 
amomum), maleberry (Lyonia ligustrina), glossy buckthorn (Rhamnus frangula), sweet pepper-
bush (Clethra alnifolia), swamp azalea (Rhododendron viscosum), and American elderberry 
(Sambucus canadensis) shrubs; and sheep-laurel (Kalmia angustifolia), bristly blackberry (Rubus 
hispidus), cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinnamomea), royal fern (Osmunda regalis), sensitive fern 
(Onoclea sensibilis), subarctic lady fern (Athyrium filix-femina), marsh fern (Thelypteris 
thelypteroides), Massachusetts fern (Thelypteris simulata), spinulose woodfern (Dryopteris 
spinulosa), skunk-cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus), swamp Jack-in-the-pulpit (Arisaema 
triphyllum), spotted touch-me-not (Impatiens capensis) and sphagnum moss (Sphagnum sp.) 
ground cover.  Evidence of wetland hydrology, including hydric soils, high groundwater, 
saturated soils, pore linings, evidence of flooding, and drainage patterns, was observed within 
the delineated wetland. This vegetated wetland borders a perennial stream; accordingly, the 
vegetated wetlands would be regulated as Bordering Vegetated Wetlands and the perennial 
stream would be regulated as Bank and Land Under Water Bodies and Waterways under the 
Act. A 100-foot Buffer Zone extends horizontally outward from the edge of Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands under the Act.  
 
Bordering Land Subject to Flooding is an area that floods due to a rise in floodwaters from a 
bordering waterway or water body. Where flood studies have been completed, the boundary of 
Bordering Land Subject to Flooding is based upon flood profile data prepared by the National 
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Flood Insurance Program. Section 10.57(2)(a)3. states that “The boundary of Bordering Land 
Subject to Flooding is the estimated maximum lateral extent of flood water which will 
theoretically result from the statistical 100-year frequency storm.” The project engineer should 
evaluate the most recent National Flood Insurance Program flood profile data to confirm the 
absence of Bordering Land Subject to Flooding on the site. Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 
would occur in areas where the 100-year flood elevation is located outside of or upgradient of 
the delineated Bordering Vegetated Wetlands boundary. Bordering Land Subject to Flooding 
does not have a Buffer Zone under the Act. 
 
The Massachusetts Rivers Protection Act amended the Act to establish an additional wetland 
resource area: Riverfront Area. Based upon a review of the current USGS Map (attached), a 
stream that is shown as intermittent is located within the delineated wetland. The watershed 
area for this stream at the site was determined to be 0.51 square miles, which is at least one-
half square miles but less than one square mile (see attached watershed map). The USGS 
StreamStats method printout for the stream (attached) shows a predicted flow rate of 0.0119 
cubic feet per second, which is greater than than 0.01 cubic feet per second at the 99% flow 
duration. As such, the stream would be designated perennial under the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act regulations. Unless this perennial designation is overcome, Riverfront 
Area is presumed to extend 200 feet horizontally upgradient from the mean annual high-water 
line of the stream. Section 10.58(2)(a)2. states that the “Mean annual high-water line of a river 
is the line that is apparent from visible markings or changes in the character of soils or 
vegetation due to prolonged presence of water and that distinguishes between predominantly 
aquatic and predominantly terrestrial land. Field indicators of bankfull conditions shall be used 
to determine the mean annual high-water line. Bankfull field indicators include but are not 
limited to: changes in slope, changes in vegetation, stain lines, top of pointbars, changes in 
bank materials, or bank undercuts.” Section 10.58(2)(a)2.a. states that “In most rivers, the first 
observable break in slope is coincident with bankfull conditions and the mean annual high-
water line.” The mean annual high-water line of the stream was delineated in the field with flag 
series RA and RB based upon the above-referenced regulation. Furthermore, based upon a 
review of the current USGS Map and observations made during the site inspection, there are no 
other mapped or unmapped streams located within 200 feet of the site. Accordingly, except as 
noted above, Riverfront Area would not occur on the site. Riverfront Area does not have a 
Buffer Zone under the Act, but may overlap other wetland resources and their Buffer Zones. 
 
The Regulations require that no project may be permitted that will have any adverse effect on 
specified habitat sites of rare vertebrate or invertebrate species, as identified by procedures set 
forth at 310 CMR 10.59. Based upon a review of the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas, 14th 
edition, Priority Habitats and Estimated Habitats from the NHESP Interactive Viewer, valid from 
August 1, 2017, and Certified Vernal Pools from MassGIS, there are no Estimated Habitats [for 
use with the Act and Regulations (310 CMR 10.00 et seq.)], Priority Habitats [for use with 
Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (M.G.L. Ch. 131A; “MESA”) and MESA Regulations (321 
CMR 10.00 et seq.)], or Certified Vernal Pools on or in the immediate vicinity of the site. A copy 
of this map is attached. 
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The reader should be aware that the regulatory authority for determining wetland jurisdiction 
rests with local, state, and federal authorities. A brief description of my experience and 
qualifications is attached. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. 
 
Cordially, 
ECOTEC, INC. 

 
Arthur Allen, CWS, CPSS 
Vice President 
 
Attachments (6, 10 pages) 
 
AA/NOI/Sudbury Marlboro EcoTec Wet Report 9.12.2019 



 

EcoTec, Inc. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING SERVICES 

102 Grove Street 

Worcester, MA 01605-2629 

508-752-9666 / Fax: 508-752-9494 

 

 

Arthur Allen, CPSS, CWS, CESSWI 

Vice President 

Soil & Wetland Scientist 

 

Arthur Allen is the Vice President of EcoTec, Inc. and has been a senior environmental scientist there since 1995. 

His work with EcoTec has involved wetland delineation, wildlife habitat evaluation, environmental permitting 

(federal, state and local), environmental monitoring, expert testimony, peer reviews, contaminated site assessment 

and the description, mapping and interpretation of soils. His clients have included private landowners, developers, 

major corporations and regulatory agencies. Prior to joining EcoTec, Mr. Allen mapped and interpreted soils in 

Franklin County, MA for the U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly Soil Conservation 

Service) and was a research soil scientist at Harvard University's Harvard Forest. Since 1994, Mr. Allen has assisted 

the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection and the Massachusetts Association of Conservation 

Commissions as an instructor in the interpretation of soils for wetland delineation and for the Title V Soil Evaluator 

program. 

   

Mr. Allen has a civil service rating as a soil scientist, an undergraduate degree in Natural Resource Studies and a 

graduate certificate in Soil Studies. His work on the Franklin County soil survey involved interpretation of 

landscape-soil-water relationships, classifying soils and drainage, and determining use and limitation of the soil 

units that he delineated. As a soil scientist at the Harvard Forest, Mr. Allen was involved in identifying the legacies 

of historical land-use in modern soil and vegetation at a number of study sites across southern New England. He has 

a working knowledge of the chemical and physical properties of soil and water and how these properties interact 

with the plants that grow on a given site. While at Harvard Forest he authored and presented several papers 

describing his research results which were later published.  In addition to his aforementioned experience, Mr. Allen 

was previously employed by the Trustees of  Reservations as a land manager and by the Town of North Andover, 

MA as a conservation commission intern.   

 

Education: 

1993-Graduate Certificate in Soil Studies, University of New Hampshire 

1982-Bachelor of Science in Natural Resource Studies, University of Massachusetts        

 

Professional Affiliations: 

Certified Professional Soil Scientist (ARCPACS CPSS #22529) 

New Hampshire Certified Wetland Scientist (#19) 

Registered Professional Soil Scientist – Society of Soil Scientists of SNE [Board Member (2000-2006)] 

Certified Erosion, Sediment & Stormwater Inspector (#965) 

Massachusetts Approved Soil Evaluator (#13764) 

Massachusetts Arborists Association-Certified Arborist (1982 – 1998) 

New England Hydric Soils Technical Committee member 

Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions member 

Society of Wetland Scientists member 

 

Refereed Publications: 

Soil Science and Survey at Harvard Forest. A.Allen. In: Soil Survey Horizons. Vol. 36, No. 4, 1995, pp. 133-142. 

Controlling Site to Evaluate History: Vegetation Patterns of a New England Sand Plain. G.Motzkin, D.Foster, 

A.Allen, J.Harrod, & R.Boone. In: Ecological Monographs 66(3), 1996, pp. 345-365. 

Vegetation Patterns in Heterogeneous Landscapes: The Importance of History and Environment. G.Motzkin, 

P.Wilson, D.R.Foster & A.Allen.  In: Journal of Vegetation Science 10, 1999, pp. 903-920. 

 
aabio.doc 



DEP Bordering Vegetated Wetland (310 CMR 10.55) Delineation Field Form

Applicant    Prepared by: EcoTec, Inc Project Location: Old Framingham Rd., Sudbury DEP File #    

Section I. Vegetation

Observation Plot 

Number: TPU Transect # A-3 Date of Delin: 11/4/2020

Percent Cover (or 

basal area) Percent Dominance

Dominant 

Plant?

Wetland 

Indicator 

Category

Tree Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 20 20.0 YES FACU-

Red Maple Acer rubrum 80 80.0 YES FAC *

Sapling Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 30 100.0 YES FACU-

Shrub Multi-Flora Rose Rosa multiflora 20 66.7 YES FACU

Tartarian Honeysuckle Lonicera tatarica 10 33.3 YES FACU

Ground none

Vine

Vegetation Conclusions

Number of dominant wetland indicator plants 1 Number of dominant non-wetland indicator plants 4

Is the number of dominant wetland plants equal or greater than the number of dominant non-wetland plants? NO

    A.   Sample layer and plant species

(Enter largest to smallest % cover by layer)



DEP Bordering Vegetated Wetland (310 CMR 10.55) Delineation Field Form

Applicant    Prepared by: EcoTec, Inc Old Framingham Rd., Sudbury DEP File #    

Section II. Indicators of Hydrology

Observation Plot 

Number: TPU A-3 Date of Delin:

1. Soil Survey Other Indicators of hydrology (check all that apply):

Is there a published soil survey for this site? Site Inundated

title/date Depth to free water in observation hole

map number Depth to soil saturation in observation hole

soil type mapped Water marks

hydric soil inclusions Drift lines

Are field observarions consistent with soil survey? Sediment Deposits

Drainage patterns in BVWs

Remarks: Oxidized rhizospheres

Water stained leaves

Recorded data (stream, lake, or tidal gauge; aerial photo; other):

2. Soil Description

Horizon Depth (inches) Matrix Color Mottle Color Other:

Litter 2

A 0-14 10YR 3/2

Bw 14-20 10YR 5/6

Vegetation and Hydrology Conclusion

Yes No

Remarks Stony fine sandy loams

Wetland hydrology present:

Hydric soil present

3. Other Other indicators of hydrology present

Conclusion: Is the soil hydric? No Sample Location is in a BVW

Project Location:

Transect # 11/4/2020

Number of wetland indicator plants ≥ 

number of non-wetland indicator plants



DEP Bordering Vegetated Wetland (310 CMR 10.55) Delineation Field Form

Applicant    Prepared by: EcoTec, Inc Project Location: Old Framingham Rd., Sudbury DEP File #    

Section I. Vegetation

Observation Plot 

Number: TPW Transect # A-3 Date of Delin: 11/4/2020

Percent Cover (or 

basal area) Percent Dominance

Dominant 

Plant?

Wetland 

Indicator 

Category

Tree Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica 20 25.0 YES FACW *

Red Maple Acer rubrum 60 75.0 YES FAC *

Sapling none

Shrub Multi-Flora Rose Rosa multiflora 20 50.0 YES FACU

Silky Dogwood Cornus amomum 20 50.0 YES FACW *

Ground Jewelweed Impatiens capensis 30 75.0 YES FACW *

Virginia Wild Rye Elymus virginicus 10 25.0 YES FACW- *

Vine

Vegetation Conclusions

Number of dominant wetland indicator plants 5 Number of dominant non-wetland indicator plants 1

Is the number of dominant wetland plants equal or greater than the number of dominant non-wetland plants? YES

    A.   Sample layer and plant species

(Enter largest to smallest % cover by layer)



DEP Bordering Vegetated Wetland (310 CMR 10.55) Delineation Field Form

Applicant    Prepared by: EcoTec, Inc Old Framingham Rd., Sudbury DEP File #    

Section II. Indicators of Hydrology

Observation Plot 

Number: TPW A-3 Date of Delin:

1. Soil Survey Other Indicators of hydrology (check all that apply):

Is there a published soil survey for this site? Site Inundated

title/date Depth to free water in observation hole

map number Depth to soil saturation in observation hole

soil type mapped Water marks

hydric soil inclusions Drift lines

Are field observarions consistent with soil survey? Sediment Deposits

Drainage patterns in BVWs

Remarks: Oxidized rhizospheres

Water stained leaves

Recorded data (stream, lake, or tidal gauge; aerial photo; other):

2. Soil Description

Horizon Depth (inches) Matrix Color Mottle Color Other:

Litter 1

A 0-3 10YR 2/1

Cg 3-14 10YR 6/2 10% 7.5YR 4/6

Vegetation and Hydrology Conclusion

Yes No

Remarks A-Mucky Sand; Cg-Coarse Sand

Wetland hydrology present:

Hydric soil present

3. Other Other indicators of hydrology present

Conclusion: Is the soil hydric? Yes Sample Location is in a BVW

0"

4"

Project Location:

Transect # 11/4/2020

Number of wetland indicator plants ≥ 

number of non-wetland indicator plants
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USGS The National Map: Orthoimagery. Data refreshed October, 2020.
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