
          
            

          

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

SUDBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

 

The Sudbury Conservation Commission will hold a public hearing to review the Notice 

of Intent filing for tree removal within the 100-foot Buffer Zone at 165 Marlboro Road, 

Sudbury MA, pursuant to the state Act and local Bylaw. Vince Cacciatore, applicant.  

The hearing will be held on Mon., October 19, 2020 at 6:45 pm, via Zoom. Please see the 

Conservation Commission web page for further information: 

https://sudbury.ma.us/conservationcommission/meeting/conservation-commission-

meeting-monday-october-19-2020/  

 

 

SUDBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

October 6, 2020 

https://sudbury.ma.us/conservationcommission/meeting/conservation-commission-meeting-monday-october-19-2020/
https://sudbury.ma.us/conservationcommission/meeting/conservation-commission-meeting-monday-october-19-2020/


Tree Removal Proposal 

165 Marlboro Road 

 

Background 

My name is Vince Cacciatore and my wife Tracey and I own property at 165 Marlboro Road.  This 

property has conservation restrictions on its northern and western borders (see attached plot plan).  

This conservation area is marked by large (85 foot and taller) white pines and oak trees (some no farther 

than 15 feet from the home).  Over the last three years, four of these trees (2 white pines, and 2 red 

oak) have either failed completely, or large limbs have fallen within feet from the house.  This is 

particularly concerning because our children’s rooms are situated along the rear of the home and in the 

direct path to the largest of these trees. As a precaution we routinely move the children to sleep in the 

basement if high winds are forecasted.  On August 7th 2020 the largest tree to date fell due to Tropical 

Storm Isaias.  This bifurcated tree (84 inches in circumference and 90 feet tall), snapped 40 feet from the 

base into two pieces and miraculously both 50 foot sections narrowly missed our shed and home.   As a 

consequence of this event, the increasing intensity of recent storms and the continued stress of living 

under this impending hazard we brought in William Joseph a Mass state licensed arborist (MCA#2064).  

William assessed the situation and prepared a letter of his findings.  William found that the 7 White 

Pines (see Appendix for attached letter) pose an imminent threat to our home and surrounding 

structures.  He also noted that difference between the original grade and the construction grade has 

impacted the tree roots contributing to their instability.  (In several areas the tree roots are raised on 

the surface).  The remainder of this document discusses the additional details about the trees, and the 

plan for their removal and remediation.  

Plan 

Trees #2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 are not located in the Conservation Restriction area as shown on the attached 

“Existing Conditions Plan.”  It is important to note that only the trees that are leaning into the property 

will be removed. Trees that are either leaning away from the property or do not have limbs growing 

over the property will remain, leaving the canopy largely as is.  (See pictures 1-4 in the Appendix) For 

these trees, the stumps will remain to have the least impact on the surrounding area. In addition we will 

eliminate the evasive Buckthorn 10 feet back from the “Edge of Lawn Designation” and near the 

removed trees.    

Tree #1 is the largest (98 inches in circumference at breast height) and is located in the CR area as 

depicted on the map.  Though this tree is set back 45 feet from the house, the trunk branches in 4 areas 

and in 2017 one of smaller of these branches dropped in an ice storm.  The resulting limb narrowly 

missed my office window, and required a crew with chainsaws to dismantle.  For this tree we would like 

to have it removed with the exception of a 30 foot section (no longer a threat to the property) and be 

left in its natural state.  We discussed pruning options for this tree with William but he was not in favor 

of these options indicating that they may cause further instability in the tree.   

Tree #8 is the remainder of an oak tree that snapped in two during a 2016 windstorm see picture 8.  The 

tree is dead (all the bark has dropped away) and is leaning precariously over our generator and shed.   

This tree was not listed in William’s letter as he was only asked to consider the trees that were near the 

northern and western Conservation Restricted area.   



Conclusion 

Thank you for considering this proposal.  My wife and I debated submitting it for several years as we 

balanced the expense and time, with minimizing this hazard.  However after seeing the destruction from 

the most recent storms, we knew we needed to put a plan into action or risk having one of these trees 

fall on/through the house and potentially harm our family.   In the end we believe this proposal will 

lessen the threat with only minimal impact to the surrounding area.   

 

 

 

Vincent Cacciatore 

165 Marlboro Road  



Appendix 

 

Picture 1 - Street view of the property with trees #1- #6 identified 

 

Picture 2 - Trees tower 50+ feet over the house  

 



 

Picture 3 

 Trees #4, #5,#6,#7, #8 (to left of shed), leaning heavily toward the house 

 



 

Picture 4 

Trees #2 - #5.  Tree #2 is 20 feet from the screened in porch, and leaning into the house 

 

 



 

Picture 5 

Tree #5 has insect damage at its base 

 

Picture 6 

Lawn in front of Trees #5, #6, and #7.  The roots are raised as a result of the mismatch between 

original grade and final construction grade.  This is leading to the tree instability. 



 

Picture 7 

Another view of tree #5.  This shows the elevation difference between original grade and 

construction grade, leaving roots exposed and shallow. 

 

Picture 8 

Picture from the screened porch roof looking down at trees # 5,6,7, and #8.  All of the limbs on 

these trees are also weighted towards the house and shed. 



 

Picture 9 

This is a picture of the evasive buckthorn that will be removed as part of the remediation plan, 

leaving only the tree stumps in place. 

 

 

Picture 10  

Tree that failed during August 7th, 2020 storm 



 

Picture 11 

(1 of 2) 50 foot sections from failed tree.  This fell 30 feet from the shed 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 



Table 1 

Tree distance from home and circumference 

 

Tree # Distance from Home 
(feet) 

Circumference 
(inches) 

1 48 98 

2 37 62 

3 35 56 

4 36 83 

5 41 84 

6 46 65 

7 87 72 

8 91 60 
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