for This Tree?

Understanding Public and Private Trees
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Illustrative example—not a survey. The red line represents the hypothetical property/right of way boundary. A tree’s
apparent position relative to the house, sidewalk, or pavement does not by itself establish ownership.

Important: Private Tree Responsibility
The Town of Sudbury is not responsible to trim or remove a privately owned tree.

If the tree is on private property, routine maintenance, pruning, and removal are the responsibility of the property
owner.

What Should a Property Owner Do?

If the tree is on private property:

e The tree is the responsibility of the property owner.
e Monitor the tree’s condition, arrange routine pruning and tree care, and remove it when necessary.

If the tree is within the public right-of way:

e |t may be a public shade tree.
e Contact the Department of Public Works before pruning, cutting, or removing it.

If you are unsure if a tree is public or private:
e Check the recorded plan / survey or contact the Town for guidance before performing any work.
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