
These agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in 
fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 

 
SUDBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 
10:46 AM, VIA ZOOM 

 
REVISED AGENDA – NOTE REVISED START TIME 

  
Please click the link below to join the virtual Selectmen’s Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/360217080 
 

For audio only, call the number below and enter the meeting ID on your telephone keypad 
 

Call In number: 978-639-3366 or 470 250 9358 
Meeting ID: 360 217 080 

 
 

  

 

Item # Time Action Item 
 10:46 am 

 

 CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

MISCELLANEOUS 
1.  VOTE Authorize the Town Manager to work with Town Counsel regarding 

Eversource litigation to address Chapter 91 permit with the Army 
Corps of Engineers as it relates to the Section 106 permit as a sub-
category.  

2.   Citizen’s Comments 
 

3.  VOTE Vote to adjourn 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/360217080


 

 

 

 

SUDBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Friday, September 25, 2020 

MISCELLANEOUS (UNTIMED) 

1: Additional item re: CH 91 
 

REQUESTOR SECTION 

Date of request:   

 

Requestor:  Town Manager Hayes 

 

Formal Title:  Authorize the Town Manager to work with Town Counsel to address Chapter 91 permit 

with the Army Corps of Engineers as it relates to the Section 106 permit as a sub-category. This matter is 

time sensitive, notification just came up today, and was not anticipated. 

 

Recommendations/Suggested Motion/Vote: Authorize the Town Manager to work with Town Counsel to 

address Chapter 91 permit with the Army Corps of Engineers as it relates to the Section 106 permit as a 

sub-category. This matter is time sensitive, notification just came up today, and was not anticipated.  

 

Background Information:   

 

Financial impact expected:   

 

Approximate agenda time requested:   

 

Representative(s) expected to attend meeting:   

 

Review: 

Patty Golden Pending  

Henry L Hayes Pending  

Jonathan Silverstein Pending  

Daniel E Carty Pending  

Board of Selectmen Pending 09/25/2020 10:30 AM 
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July 2, 2020 
 
Ref:  12970.00 
 
Christine Hopps 
Assistant Director, Waterways Regulation Program 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
One Winter Street, 5th Floor 
Boston, MA 02108 
 
Re:  Clarification of License Terms 

Sudbury-Hudson Transmission Reliability and Mass Central Rail Trail Project 
Transmittals #X285958, #X285957, and #X281935  

 
Dear Ms. Hopps, 

On behalf of NSTAR Electric d/b/a Eversource Energy (“Eversource”) and the Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (“DCR”), I am writing to clarify the license terms the Applicants are 
requesting in the applications associated with Transmittals #X285958, #X285957, and #X281935 that were 
submitted on May 27, 2020. The Applicants would like to request independent terms for each portion of 
the work for the reasons described below.  

Mass Central Rail Trail 

In accordance with 310 CMR 9.15(1)(c), DCR is requesting a license for an unlimited term as the proposed   
Mass Central Rail Trail (“MCRT”) will be under the control, development, and operation of DCR, a public 
agency, for the provision of services directly to the public. The MCRT will serve as a regional American 
Disabilities Act–compliant shared use trail that is accessible by people of all abilities and will connect over 
20 communities and provide over 100 miles of shared use pathway. The MCRT is considered a DCR 
priority and will contribute to the overall future vision of an extensive multi-use pathway traversing the 
state from west to east.   

Sudbury-Hudson Transmission Line  

As indicated on the Transmittal Forms and License Application Forms for each crossing, Eversource is 
applying for a Water-Dependent Extended Term License (and has paid the appropriate fees for such). In 
accordance with 310 CMR 9.15(1)(b)1, Eversource is requesting an extended term of 65 years for this 
project which will be located on “other waterways.” The expected operating life of the proposed 
transmission line is at least 40 years, and Eversource’s agreement with the Massachusetts Bay 

1.a

Packet Pg. 8

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t1
.a

: 
C

o
m

b
in

ed
_d

o
cs

  (
41

48
 :

 A
d

d
it

io
n

al
 it

em
 r

e:
 C

H
 9

1)



Christine Hopps 
Ref: 12970.00 
July 2, 2020  
Page 2 
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Transportation Authority grants Eversource a permanent easement within the inactive Central 
Massachusetts Branch railroad corridor. The transmission line provides the public benefit of increasing the 
reliability of the regional electric transmission system by resolving thermal overloads and low voltage 
conditions and supporting the increased demand for electricity within the region. In addition, construction 
of the transmission line and associated gravel access road provides a base for and expedites construction 
of the MCRT, which will have a life that extends beyond the standard 30-year license term and promotes 
use and enjoyment of these waterway crossings by the general public.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if there are any questions regarding this request. I can be reached by 
email at vkimball@vhb.com or by phone at 508-513-2713.  

Sincerely, 

 

Vivian Kimball 

Project Manager 
vkimball@vhb.com 
 

CC:   Denise Bartone, Eversource 
Paul Jahnige, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
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                             DRAFT FOR REVIEW BY BoS 

                                             [BoS Letterhead]     

 September  25, 2020 

Christine Hopps, Asst. Dir. 
Waterways Regulation Program 
 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
One Winter Street – 5th Floor 
Boston, MA 02108 
 

  Re: c. 91 License Application W20-5826, Transmittal No. X285957 
                               Sudbury-Hudson Transmission Reliability & Mass. Central Rail Trail 
                               Bridge No. 128 – MBTA Right of Way, Sudbury, MA 
Dear Ms. Hopps: 

The Board of Selectpersons of the Town of Sudbury, as the “Municipal Official” defined by 310 
CMR 9.02 of the “Waterways Regulations” (“the Regulations”) hereby request that the 
Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”), Waterways Regulation Program 
(“Waterways”) hold a public hearing on the above-captioned c. 91 License Application.  This 
License Application has been determined by Waterways ( See, Public Notice dated August 27, 
2020) to be a “water-dependent use” project under the Regulations. 

The Regulations provide, at section 310 CMR 9.13(3)(b) that a public hearing may be requested 
by the Municipal Official for the town in which the project is located if made within the public 
comment period.  The Public Notice issued for this License Application W20-5826, Bridge No. 
128, states that the public comment deadline is September 26, 2020.  This public hearing request 
is being made within the public comment period as so noticed. 

The Town of Sudbury understands that the regulation at 310 CMR 9.13(3)(b) also provides that 
the public hearing on a water-dependent use requested by a municipality will be conducted in 
that municipality “… if reasonable arrangements for such hearing are made by the municipality.”  
Therefore, the Town of Sudbury is prepared to make such “reasonable arrangements”, 
presumably by remote means, and stands ready to collaborate with Waterways on such 
arrangements. 

                                   Town of Sudbury Board of Selectpersons by, 

  ___________________________                                              __________________________                                         

          Janie Dretler, Chair                                                                             Daniel  Carty 

_____________________________                                            ___________________________                                                                                 
 Charles Russo                                                                      Jennifer Roberts, Vice Chair                                                   

                                             _____________________________      

                                                            William Schineller  
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 September  25, 2020 

Christine Hopps, Asst. Dir. 
Waterways Regulation Program 
 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
One Winter Street – 5th Floor 
Boston, MA 02108 
 
  Re: c. 91 License Application W20-5835, Transmittal No. X285958 
                               Sudbury-Hudson Transmission Reliability & Mass. Central Rail Trail 
                               Bridge No. 127 – MBTA Right of Way, Sudbury, MA                                            
Dear Ms. Hopps: 

The Board of Selectpersons of the Town of Sudbury, as the “Municipal Official” defined by 310 
CMR 9.02 of the “Waterways Regulations” (“the Regulations”) hereby request that the 
Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”), Waterways Regulation Program 
(“Waterways”) hold a public hearing on the above-captioned c. 91 License Application.  This 
License Application has been determined by Waterways ( See, Public Notice dated August 27, 
2020) to be a “water-dependent use” project under the Regulations. 

The Regulations provide, at section 310 CMR 9.13(3)(b) that a public hearing may be requested 
by the Municipal Official for the town in which the project is located if made within the public 
comment period.  The Public Notice issued for this License Application W20-5826, Bridge No. 
128, states that the public comment deadline is September 26, 2020.  This public hearing request 
is being made within the public comment period as so noticed. 

The Town of Sudbury understands that the regulation at 310 CMR 9.13(3)(b) also provides that 
the public hearing on a water-dependent use requested by a municipality will be conducted in 
that municipality “… if reasonable arrangements for such hearing are made by the municipality.”  
Therefore, the Town of Sudbury is prepared to make such “reasonable arrangements”, 
presumably by remote means, and stands ready to collaborate with Waterways on such 
arrangements. 

                                   Town of Sudbury Board of Selectpersons by, 

 ____________________________                                              __________________________                                         

          Janie Dretler, Chair                                                                             Daniel  Carty 

_____________________________                                            ___________________________                                                                                 
 Charles Russo                                                                      Jennifer Roberts, Vice Chair                                                   

                                             _____________________________      

                                                            William Schineller  
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